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Fellow Friends of Freedom,

“We are raising a generation of young Americans who are, to a very large degree, 
historically illiterate,” warned historian David McCullough. “They are being cheated, 
and they are being handicapped, and our way of life could very well be in jeopardy 
because of this.”

Too many students are being indoctrinated instead of educated. Rather than 
learning America’s history, warts and all, they’re learning warts alone. They’re told of 
America’s faults and flaws (real and imagined), but not her ideals and achievements. 

Freedoms Foundation at Valley Forge is needed now more urgently than ever!

We bring students and teachers from throughout the nation to our handsome 75-acre 
campus bordering Valley Forge National Historical Park. Here, we show them what 
their forebears sacrificed to secure and bequeath the blessings and opportunities of 
freedom. Here, we inspire them with the history, ideals, and continuing relevance of 
the American founding. Here, we teach them the priceless rights and corresponding 
responsibilities of American citizenship—and we equip and motivate them to 
shoulder those responsibilities.

Here, our founding chairman, General Dwight D. Eisenhower, expressed his conviction 
that the American experiment—“with worthy disciples,” he said—would overcome 
every obstacle, conquer every challenge, and endure.

That’s our mission. We create those worthy disciples. What makes it possible is your 
support—for which we thank you. 

Cordially,

David Harmer

Chief Executive Officer
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better/stronger/more effective
teachers thanks to our professional 

development seminars

MORE THAN

14,000

Thomas Jefferson reminds us, “If a nation expects to be ignorant and free in a state 
of civilization, it expects what never was and never will be.” As Americans, we must 
understand and embrace our country’s founding ideals and principles. Only when 
Americans can recognize, understand, and cherish the vision and ideals that first 
made us a nation can we be united in our determination to preserve them.

Freedoms Foundation at Valley Forge believes these ideals are worth defending and 
passing on to future generations. For nearly 75 years, we have led the dedicated 
effort to educate young Americans to be informed, engaged, and responsible 
citizens. Americans need to know—and never forget—their country’s legacy of 
liberty.  

How do we accomplish this? We transform lives.

At Freedoms Foundation, we bring thousands of young people and teachers from 
across America to our beautiful and historic 75-acre campus. We guide them as 
they walk in the footsteps of history. We teach not only about the history of their 
country—we teach them the meaning and relevance of our past. We teach them 
what it means to be a responsible and patriotic citizen. We show them how to be 
fully engaged in the critical debates of our time, how a thorough understanding 
of America’s history and the aspirations of the founding generations is the most 
reliable guide to shaping its future. 

We are proud to lead the battle against civic illiteracy, and we thank our donors, 
partners, and participants for helping us advance as a society closer to fulfilling 
the founders’ aspirations of liberty, equality, and justice for all.

Only 24% of American 8th graders  
performed at or above “proficient” on the nation’s  
civic education test in 2018.

Fewer than 6% of American adults  

could name all five fundamental freedoms protected by 
the First Amendment in the 2022 Annenberg Constitution 
Day Civics Survey.

OVERVIEW
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impacted directly by our 
civic education programs

40,000 hours 
of direct educational instruction to 

students annually on American history 
and limited self-government.

MORE THAN

100,000
students 

THE CIVIC EDUCATION 
OF MORE THAN  

14 million 
students  

transformed by FFVF  
teacher programs
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Preparing the next generation of responsible citizens is at the heart of what we do.

We open our doors to students from all backgrounds and views as they come to Freedoms 

Foundation to obtain a greater appreciation for our history, ideals, and the relevance of our 

country’s founding documents.

With this knowledge and appreciation, they can actively share their voice and protect the 

first principles of freedom.

History Encounters

Our History Encounters program allows students to step out of their 

classrooms and into history. Students, as a class, experience an 

incredible week-long program as they journey through the historical 

sites they have only read about in their classroom. They interact with 

historical interpreters who bring their textbook education to life right 

before their eyes. They walk the same halls our country’s founders 

traversed when signing the Declaration of Independence and debating 

our Constitution. Our life changing programs allow students to establish 

deeply personal connections to history – to our nation’s shared story – 

which they will carry throughout their lives.

LEARNING BEYOND THE CLASSROOM

FOUNDING  
DOCUMENTS

• Declaration of 

Independence

• Constitution

• Bill of Rights
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“It was such a privilege to accompany my son and 
his 5th-grade class to Valley Forge! It was inspiring 
to hear personal accounts through amazing 
historical actors about the principles upon which 
our country was founded and see places like 
Independence Hall, where history occurred. Even 
though I am a practicing attorney who advocates 
for constitutional rights, our trip to Valley Forge 
gave me a better appreciation of how much 
people sacrificed so we can enjoy the freedoms 
afforded by the United States of America.”  
 
Lisa Oliverez, Parent of Peter Oliverez

“I feel so lucky that my school went to 
Valley Forge. I learned about how General 
Washington and other soldiers lived and 
what they all gave up so we could all be 
free. It was really cool to cross the Delaware 
Bridge [at Washington’s Crossing] and 
think about how the soldiers felt when they 
crossed in boats on a cold Christmas night. 
I also really liked when the soldiers showed 
us how they used their muskets and yelled,  
‘Fire in the Hole.’”
 
Peter Oliverez, 5th Grade,  

La Canada Elementary
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Spirit of America  
Youth Leadership Program

Civic illiteracy has the potential to cripple our country. Individuals 

cannot fix, change, or maintain what they do not know. 

 

This is why we offer a four-day Spirit of America Youth Leadership 

program for high school students. We welcome students from 

across the country to understand the history of America’s founding 

and those documents that enshrine its underlying principles, 

and how these still impact their lives today in the 21st century. 

We show them how to be fully engaged in the critical debates of 

our time and how a solid understanding of America’s history is 

the most reliable guide to shaping its future. We also teach them 

to participate in civic life with courage, confidence, civility, and 

respect for others.

 

Our expert scholars and staff immerse students in interactive 

exercises on citizenship, democracy, free enterprise, and American 

judicial and political processes. As students work with their peers, 

they improve their civil discourse and strengthen their leadership 

skills while identifying their future contributions to society. 

“I had the pleasure of participating in the Spirit of America Youth 
Leadership program in 2000. I enjoyed meeting participants from 
across the country who had a variety of socioeconomic backgrounds 
and perspectives. The experience taught me how to navigate 
challenging conversations with others and how to find common ground 
or respectfully disagree. It is an amazing program that helped break me 
out of my shell as a teen and started my thoughts of getting me where I 
am today in government.” 

– Nick Charles, Maryland House of Delegates
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472 students 
FROM OVER  

40 states and countries 
attended 10 Spirit of America programs

            PROGRAM PARTNERS:

• AMVETS
• The Connelly Foundation
• Mannington Ruritan Club
• Military Order of the World Wars (MOWW)
• National Sojourners
• Union League Legacy Foundation
• VFW
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“The SLIPP program showed me how to be a functional member of society, teaching me the 
importance of contributing to local politics, policies, and much more. For me, being able to grasp 
what goes into communication policy enabled me to think far deeper about how policy is essential 
to the proper functionality of our community. Being able to observe and learn from professionals 
that specialize in communication only enhanced that deeper thinking. This approach enabled me to 
collaborate with my team and formulate our own policy. But only when my team and I had to present 
it to a board of judges did I truly realize the weight and influence that public policy possesses. With 
the confidence, knowledge, and mindset that I now have, I hope to be a better leader now and in the 
near future.”

 – Steven Ung

Service Learning  
In Public Policy (SliPP)

Exceptional high school students eager to become citizen 

problem solvers attend our Service Learning in Public Policy 

(SLiPP) program –  an advanced leadership development 

workshop. After working closely with public policy experts, 

students work collaboratively to identify real-life challenges 

they seek to improve in the public health, media, and legal 

fields. Freedoms Foundation bolsters their experience with 

expert guidance as they learn how to craft a viable public 

policy solution to propose. An in-person, service-learning 

experience tied to their topic highlights the significance 

of their proposals as they prepare for a group presentation 

before a panel of judges. Students walk away with new 

perspectives, refined critical thinking skills, and are ready to 

become part of the solution to society’s many challenges.
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Teacher Seminars

After parents, teachers are the most important 

influence a young person has in their education.  

The most effective teachers know their subject,  

can communicate it with passion, and recognize  

the role they have in molding young citizens and 

future leaders.

Thanks to our generous partners, we provide dynamic 

in-person professional development seminars 

guaranteed to provide teachers with new knowledge 

and perspectives for their classrooms, directly from 

well-respected scholars and field experts who offer 

unique insight into American history and the issues 

we face today as a nation. They visit historic sites, 

research libraries, and museums tied to their seminar 

topic and where they can enliven their lessons with 

first person experiences. Teachers also network 

with colleagues from across the country, engage in 

productive conversations, troubleshoot classroom 

and school challenges, and identify new curriculum 

approaches.

“Freedoms Foundation respects teachers and welcomes everyone with genuine 
enthusiasm. They bring in the best scholars while also weaving in solid and  
cutting-edge pedagogy. The site visits are thoroughly planned, and they emphasize 
the significance of what we are learning. Best of all, we are located right near Valley 
Forge Park and Freedoms Foundation’s campus allows for pensive walks through 
the 42-acre Medal of Honor Grove. Each morning I would walk among all the 
state monuments and think about the sacrifice of Americans and how lucky I am  
to be a teacher.” 

– Lois MacMillan
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NEARLY  
200 teachers from 36 states 

 attended our five 2022 seminars
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William Benac ......................................................... DFW Alliance for Religious Freedoms

Larry Brasher  ...........................................................................  West Coast Auto Auctions

Sally Brinton  ................................................................................. Ensign Pines Properties

Jordan Clements (Chair)  ..................................................................... Rock Creek Capital

Sandy Cook  ............................................................ Freedoms Foundation at Valley Forge 

                                                                                                                               Sacramento Chapter

Diane Deshong (Vice Chair)  .................................. Freedoms Foundation at Valley Forge 

                                                                                                                 Los Angeles County Chapter

David Harmer (CEO)  .............................................. Freedoms Foundation at Valley Forge

Jim McCloughan ........................................................................ Medal of Honor Recipient

Mark Naso  .........................................................................................  Wells Fargo Advisors

Jon Nehlsen (Treasurer) .........................................................  Carnegie Mellon University

Marvell Ruppel  ...........................................................  AMVETS National Ladies Auxiliary

Shelby Scarbrough (Secretary)  ............................................................ Practical Protocol

STAFF

Bonnie Anderson  ........................................................................... Director of Accounting

Staci Bell  ..............................................................................  Education Program Manager

Deepak Bhagat  ...............................................................  Associate Director of Education

David Harmer  ................................................................................  Chief Executive Officer

Lara Forgy Kennedy  .....................................................................  Advancement Manager

Jason L. S. Raia  ............................................................................. Chief Operating Officer

Sarah Rasmussen  ................................................................ Director of Communications

Carolyn Santangelo ...........................  Senior Director of Chapter and Partner Relations

Jeff Scott  ...............................................................................  Vice President of Education

Brett Wasdick  .............................................................................. Director of Maintenance

Jack Wyman  ....................................................................  Vice President of Advancement

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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Bay State Chapter (Massachusetts) 

Broward County Chapter (Florida)

Central New York Chapter (New York) 

President Jerry Orton

Chase County Chapter (Nebraska)

President Carrie Terryberry

Chattanooga Chapter (Tennessee) 

President Charlotte Ellington 

Dallas Area Chapter (Texas) 

President Phil John

Greater Cincinnati Chapter (Ohio) 

President Theresa Bradley

Greater Las Vegas Chapter (Nevada)

President Frank Grealish

Jacksonville Chapter (Florida) 

Los Angeles County Chapter (California)

President Trish Bowe 

Mary Ball Washington Chapter (Virginia)

President Tolar Nolley 

New Orleans Chapter (Louisiana) 

President John Grout

Oklahoma City Chapter (Oklahoma)

President Kathy Kaaiohelo

Omaha Chapter (Nebraska) 

President Glenn Freeman

Orange County Chapter (California)

President Lane Curtis

Pensacola Chapter (Florida) 

President Betty Williams

Sacramento Area Chapter (California)

President Emily Matthews

San Antonio Chapter (Texas) 

President Robin Houge 

San Diego County Chapter (California)

President Becky Reid

South Central Montana Chapter (Montana) 

*new chapter as of 2022 

President Amy Caldeira

Tri State Southeastern Chapter (Tennessee) 

President Chris McSpadden

Tucson Chapter (Arizona) 

President Chrissi Richards

Utah Chapter (Utah) 

President Martel (Marty) Bodell

Valley Forge Chapter (Pennsylvania) 

President Greg Warchol

VOLUNTEER CHAPTERS  
 AND PRESIDENTS
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Freedoms Foundation is a diverse collection of 
valuable partners and supporters who make our 
mission possible. This year, we are honored to 
highlight the incredible support and dedication 
of Board member, chapter member, donor, and 
friend - Diane Deshong. 

Diane was raised to love and honor the United 
States – a commitment she upholds daily. In 
1999, when a friend told her about Freedoms 
Foundation, she quickly joined the Los Angeles 
County Chapter to support our organization. 
“I was so impressed with the work Freedoms 
Foundation was doing,” said Diane. “I was from 
suburban Philadelphia and loved our country - it 
was the perfect fit.”

For over 20 years, Diane served many roles on 
the LA Chapter board, including as president. 
She helped secure critical funds for Freedoms 
Foundation’s student and teacher programs 
while raising awareness about our organization 
and its mission. In 2019, Diane was elected Vice 
Chair of the Freedoms Foundation Board by her 
fellow directors. She is currently serving her 
second term.

She thoroughly enjoys Freedoms Foundation’s 
75-acre campus and is an integral member of 
the board’s Campus and Facilities Committee. 
“I am very passionate about the campus,” says 
Diane. “It is important to raise money for our 
students and teachers, but it is harder to raise 
money for the campus. The campus is where we 
hold our programs and symbolizes our mission. 
It is a piece of history with beauty and serenity. 
We need supporters to invest in maintaining and 
improving our campus for future generations.”

In addition to her immense generosity and 
support for Freedoms Foundation, Diane is also a 
long-standing board member of the Annenberg 
Foundation Trust at Sunnylands, which brings 
together individuals and organizations to 
address conflicts and identify solutions. She is 
the daughter of the late Leonore Annenberg, 
former US Chief of Protocol for President Ronald 

Reagan, and stepdaughter of the late Walter 
Annenberg, who served as the United States 
Ambassador to the Court of St. James’s during 
the Nixon administration. 

Diane’s dedication and service for the past 24 
years have improved Freedoms Foundation’s 
reach and impact, and she is looking forward to 
continuing that service for years to come. “I look 
forward to Freedoms Foundation’s growth and 
reaching more teachers and students. Having 
spoken to students and teachers who have been 
to your programs, they all say the same - it was 
very special and inspirational. I look forward to 
making our campus even more special as well.”

 “This is the perfect time to support Freedoms 
Foundation,” shared Diane. “Many of our 
students are in schools that do not have a 
government class or an American history class. 
According to the University of Pennsylvania, over 
33 percent of Americans do not know about our 
Constitution, Bill of Rights, or that there are three 
branches of government. We need the programs 
offered by Freedoms Foundation. I believe in 
what we do because it makes a difference.”

MEET DIANE DESHONG
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Freedoms Foundation at Valley Forge 
is always humbled by the support of 
our partner organizations, and we are 
pleased to highlight the generosity of 
our longstanding partner – the M.J. 
Murdock Charitable Trust. 

For over 40 years, the Murdock Trust 
has funded scholarships for Pacific 
Northwest teachers to attend Freedoms 
Foundation’s professional development 
seminars and workshops free of charge.

Their mission is to serve individuals, 
families, and communities across the 
Pacific Northwest through grantmaking, 
enrichment programs, and convenings 
that strengthen the region’s educational, 
social, spiritual, and cultural base in 
innovative and sustainable ways. 

Their new Chief Executive Officer, Romanita Hairston, shared her thoughts about our 
decades-long partnership. 

Freedoms Foundation’s mission statement is “We educate students and teachers 
about the rights and responsibilities of American citizenship, inspiring them to 
preserve and advance our freedoms.” In your view, how does the Murdock Trust 
mission align with the mission of Freedoms Foundation? Why is civic education 
important to the Murdock Trust?

Our benefactor, Jack Murdock, believed strongly in the importance of civic engagement. 
The Murdock Trust believes communities are best served when they have all the 
information available to make the right choices for themselves and their families. 
Educating citizens about their rights and responsibilities empowers them to make 
informed decisions and best serve those around them. Organizations like Freedoms 
Foundation at Valley Forge help make this important information accessible to all 

students and teachers. 

AN INTERVIEW WITH CEO ROMANITA HAIRSTON

M.J. MURDOCK CHARITABLE TRUST
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Why are teachers important to the 
Murdock Trust and what do you hope 
they learn by participating in Freedoms 
Foundation’s professional development 
seminars?

Supporting education has been a priority 
of the Trust since our founding in 1975, 
and teachers are at the heart of our 
educational system. A good educator can 
open up a student’s eyes to new vistas 
of opportunity they might never have 
considered otherwise. The Trust is glad 
to support teachers as an investment in 
our future scientists, politicians, writers, 
thinkers, and leaders. 

After attending Freedoms Foundation 
professional development programs, 
we hope teachers will return to their 
classrooms equipped to share with their 
students an informed understanding of  
our responsibilities and rights as U.S. 
citizens, inspiring the next generation 
to engage in civic responsibility for the 
benefit of the common good.   

What do you wish more people knew 
about the Murdock Trust?

Philanthropic foundations can unfortu-
nately carry with them a level of 
intimidation, but I think our applicants 
and grantees would be the first to say 
that we are relational partners who 
care deeply about the wellbeing of each 
nonprofit with which we interact. And, in 
addition to awarding grant funds, we offer 
development programs that build capacity 
in nonprofits by developing strong boards, 
strengthening fundraising, cultivating 
thoughtful leadership, and more. We are 
collaborators at heart, committed to 
the ongoing cultivation of a flourishing 

nonprofit ecosystem, and we are thrilled 
when new partners and nonprofits join our 
community.  We are committed to cross-
sector collaboration and seeing the power 
of what can happen when individuals 
and institutions work together across 
differences to develop powerful solutions 
to today’s intractable challenges.  

What challenges are nonprofits 
currently facing? How can nonprofits 
work to overcome those challenges?

We are currently in a 
moment of persistent 
change driven by shifts 
in economic and social 
patterns in a variety of 
sectors in our society. 
These shifts affect a 
significant number of 
things from the way 
we work to the way 
we give.  The impacts 
of the COVID-19 
pandemic continue to 

create ripples of challenge and opportunity 
across the nonprofit sector that impact 
both service and funding patterns. 

The workplace has evolved from the 
expanded use of technology to increases 
in remote and hybrid work environments. 
And, of course, the broader economic 
uncertainty that has a direct impact on 
budgets, staffing models, and overall 
delivery of service.

The primary challenge to the nonprofit 
sector is how organizations can adapt to 
and find opportunities in these waves of 
change. Those that can embrace and grow 
through change will be well positioned for 
the future. While there is no one singular 

PACIFIC 
NORTHWEST 
STATES

Washington

Oregon

Montana

Idaho

Alaska
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solution, the ability to remain flexible 
and adaptable while moving the mission 
forward will be critical to this success. 
Achieving this focus and bringing your 
supporters and constituents along 
takes strong leadership on the board 
and in the organization.  

The need to attract and retain highly 
capable talent and leaders is at an all-
time high.  This is a unique challenge as 
we face shortages in the labor market.  

Nonprofits that close the talent gap 
will have leaders who can identify 
and leverage the opportunities to 
accelerate their mission by engaging 
their supporters, constituents, board, 
and partners to anticipate coming 
challenges and to more swiftly develop 
solutions.

As you come close to the end of your 
first year at the Murdock Trust, what 
have you learned? 

I have been fortunate to have the 
opportunity to connect with a broad 
range of leaders across our region and 
in the philanthropic space to gain a 
deeper understanding of the unique 
and diverse challenges facing our 
constituents and the role the Trust can 
play in supporting innovative solutions.

As I head into my eighth month, I am 
most struck by one key learning among 
several. Leaders and organizations 
across all sectors and organization 
types are concerned about the 
increasing polarization in our region 
and country.  

There is a common desire and willing-
ness to work for shared solutions that 
move our democracy forward toward 
solutions that positively impact the 
common good.  This requires us to 
engage in nuanced, thoughtful, and 
collaborative conversation to address 
the complex challenges facing our 
communities. 

We will continue to seek to steward our 
relationships with key partners in such 
a way that we can make positive impact 
on many of these intractable issues.  In 
my first months at the Trust, I’ve been 
encouraged at the potential for the 
renewal that continued collaboration 
could bring. 

What are your future goals?

The Trust is as committed as ever 
to the flourishing of Pacific North-
west communities, and to broader 
conversations relevant to our con-
stituents.  

M.J. MURDOCK CHARITABLE TRUST

AN INTERVIEW WITH CEO ROMANITA HAIRSTON
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As we think of our future as an organ-
ization, we want to be poised to serve 
this region not just as it navigates the 
challenges of today, but as it faces 
whatever comes in the next ten, twenty, 
fifty years.  To that end, we are looking 
at how we can best set ourselves up for 
successful service, taking a close look 
at our own systems and processes.  

We plan to incorporate new practices 
that emerged during the pandemic while 
keeping our donor intent evergreen 
and maintaining the best parts of our 
historical foundation. 

A key part of work and strategy going 
forward is further refinement and focus 
on our sectoral approach.  A second 
key theme for us is increasing our use 
of data to understand and accelerate 
capacity building and impact.  

What is the most gratifying 
component of your position as CEO?

There are two things I give thanks for 
every day in this position. First, I am 
grateful for the chance to collaborate 
with so many Trust grantees and 
partners that are making positive  
change in the front lines of their com-
munities. It is not hyperbole to say that 
Trust grantees are changing the Pacific 
Northwest, for the better and for good. 

Second, I am grateful for the Trust 
staff.  They are truly dedicated, servant-
hearted leaders.  They strike a rare 
balance of care for each individual 
grantee and partner, while sharing 
a commitment to the flourishing of 
entire sectors and communities. I count 
myself lucky to work alongside and lead 
Trust staff every day.

LEADERS AND ORGANIZATIONS ACROSS ALL SECTORS AND ORGANIZATION 

TYPES ARE CONCERNED ABOUT THE INCREASING POLARIZATION IN OUR 

REGION AND COUNTRY.  THERE IS A COMMON DESIRE AND WILLINGNESS TO 

WORK FOR SHARED SOLUTIONS THAT MOVE OUR DEMOCRACY FORWARD 

TOWARD SOLUTIONS THAT POSITIVELY IMPACT THE COMMON GOOD.  

— ROMANITA HAIRSTON 

 CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER, M.J. MURDOCK CHARITABLE TRUST 

“
”
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Overlooking Freedoms Found-ation’s 

42-acre living Medal of Honor Grove 

is a nine-foot-tall bronze statue of 

America’s first President kneeling in 

prayer. 

The figure depicts sculptor Donald 

DeLue’s interpretation of the famous 

story by Isaac Potts, owner of the 

home that became Washington’s 

Headquarters at Valley Forge. He 

reported seeing George Washington 

praying in the snow during the 

harrowing 1777 – 1778 Valley Forge 

winter encampment.

Gifted to Freedoms Foundation 

at Valley Forge by the Penn-sylvania 

Freemasons in 1967, the George 

Washington at Prayer statue attracted 

over 20,000 Masons at its dedication. 

It has since remained a cherished 

symbol of our organization. Over the 

years, however, the statue began to 

yield to the elements.

Fortunately, under the guidance of the Masonic Library and Museum of Pennsylvania, 

the statue was fully restored to its original splendor. From August – October 2022, crews 

cleaned the statue, reintegrated color, repaired damage from acid rain, repointed the 

masonry pedestal and terrace, reassembled the base, and installed new signs.

The restoration work was completed just before the 245th anniversary of Washington’s 

arrival at Valley Forge. We hope the statue reminds future student and teacher participants 

of the sacrifices made by the individuals who secured the ultimate triumph of the American 

Revolution.

   BEFORE      AFTER

   BEFORE      AFTER

GEORGE WASHINGTON IN PRAYER STATUE
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Freedoms Foundation has sought to preserve American patriotism and recognize civic duty 

through its prestigious National Awards program since its founding in 1949. The George 

Washington Honor Medal acknowledges those whose projects, words, or deeds reflect the 

best of the American spirit by offering constructive solutions to contemporary problems. 

In 2022, Freedoms Foundation presented awards to 71 individuals and organizations 

in nine different categories, including 36 youth essay recipients. Below are three of our  

award recipients:

The Laughter League 

Presented by the Dallas Area Chapter of Freedoms 
Foundation

The Laughter League is a non-profit group of professionally 

trained performers who interact with those in healthcare 

and education environments. Usually dressed as clowns, 

the performers work with healthcare professionals at the Texas Scottish Rite Hospital for 

Children to provide laughter and play as an integral and healing part of a young patient’s 

care. Along with the impact seen in healthcare, the Laughter League is active in helping 

students struggling in classrooms across the Dallas Independent School District. They 

have brought their innovative programming to help teach STEM subjects by using 

physical comedy and circus arts. The Laughter League’s mission “to improve the lives of 

the families… through the transformational power of laughter” is found throughout the 

country from Boston to Seattle and continues to grow.  

GiGi’s Playhouse

Presented by the Sacramento Chapter of Freedoms 
Foundation

Inspired by a promise to her daughter, GiGi, Nancy Gianni 

and her family created a network of playhouses where 

families could come for resources, networking, and support 

and where kids and adults with Down syndrome could gain self-esteem and life skills. 

Nancy’s goal when she started this journey was to change the way the world views a Down 

syndrome diagnosis. Families often face fear, panic, and negative information, and Gigi’s 

Playhouse serves as a space where families are given hope and acceptance. Gigi’s Playhouse 

RECOGNIZING CIVIC RESPONSIBILITY 
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now stands as a replicable playhouse model, and today there are 57+ playhouses globally 

delivering free educational, therapeutic-based, and career development programs for 

individuals with Down syndrome.

Blazer Academy

 
Presented by the Pensacola Chapter of Freedoms 
Foundation

Sheriff Chip Simmons of Pensacola saw a need to step up 

and make a difference in the lives of struggling teenage 

boys in his city. He developed a program, “Blazer Academy,” to provide mentorship to 

these young men at a critical time in their lives. Students attend classes in the evening at 

the sheriff’s office. The classes, all run by volunteers, teach the boys how to be constructive 

members of their community, make long-term goals, choose worthy personal heroes, 

and practice appropriate social behavior. Upon graduation, each student is awarded a 

tie, a polo shirt, a pair of khaki pants, a pocket watch, and a blazer. Alumni leave with the 

skills needed to be successful in their chosen paths and confident in their abilities. Blazer 

Academy has recently expanded to include programs to teach female empowerment to 

young women. As the reach of the Academy grows, so does the positive impact on the 

local Pensacola community. 

Youth Essay Winners:

• Jacob Alfia, Dallas, TX

• Cole Anderson, Draper, UT

• Noah Barnes, Herriman, UT

• Ethan Bishop, Meadow, UT

• Emma Bodell, Draper, UT

• Megan Brown, Archbald, PA

• Gemma Burak, Peckville, PA

• Ella Cabets, Archbald, PA

• Wesly Carbonneau, Marana, AZ

• Carter Chatterton, Cove, UT

• Michael Chepurny, Roseville, CA

• Raven Cooper, Suffolk, VA

• Scarlett Crutchfield, Rocklin, CA

• Hannah Dowding, Richmond, UT

• Devin Draxler, Richmond, UT

• Chase Elmer, Folsom, CA

• Grace Fellows, Folsom, CA

• Sutton Gore, Madison, AL

• Katelyn Hawkins, Orem, UT

• Dhriti Jagadish, Rocklin, CA

• Caleb Johnson, Murray, UT

• Ezekiel Jones, East Ridge, TN

• Serenity Lacy, Dallas, TX

• Grace Lozelle, Dallas, TX

• Rajan Luthra, Dallas, TX

• David Miller, Pensacola, FL

• Hannah Miller, Pensacola, FL

• Ethan Orr, Sacramento, CA

• Alexis Perkins, Suffolk, VA

• Mason Peters, Jessup, PA

• Hailey Raines, Suffolk, VA

• Jerkiya Savage, Suffolk, VA

• Alivia Smith, Olyphant, PA

• Avery Smith, Redmond, UT

• Samuel James Wood, Lewiston, UT

• Tanner Wright, San Andreas, CA
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RECOGNIZING CIVIC RESPONSIBILITY 

Adult Community Category

• Virgil Atkinson, Yuba City, CA
• Jean B. Bingham, Salt Lake City, UT
• Blazer Academy and Sheriff Chip Simmons, Pensacola, FL
• Randy A. Bowman, Dallas, TX
• Eddie Brown, Pensacola, FL
• Shirley Ferrill, National City, CA
• Fisher House - San Diego, San Diego, CA
• Nancy Gianni – GiGi’s Playhouse, Roseville, CA
• William “Bill” Glover, San Diego, CA
• Larry M. James, Dallas, TX
• The Laughter League, Dallas, TX
• Kristin Muhl - Foster Children’s Resource Center, Sherman Oaks, CA
• Lisa Mumford, Dallas, TX
• Michael Naya, Kenilworth, NJ
• Ronald McDonald House - San Diego, San Diego, CA
• St. Joseph Medical Clinic, Pensacola, FL
• St. Sylvester Columbiettes, Gulf Breeze, FL
• Joseph and Kathleen Sorenson, Murray, UT
• United Support & Memorial for Workplace Fatalities, Lincoln, NE
• Nina Vendhan, Highlands Ranch, CO
• Venice Family Clinic Street Medicine Program, Venice, CA

Youth Community Category

• Gorham and Graybill Partington, Pensacola, FL
• Grace Williams, Pensacola, FL
• Connor Wright, Lynnfield, MA

  
Educator and School Categories

• American Prepatory Academy - Catherine Findlay, Draper, UT
• Laura Buckstein, Pensacola, FL

Military Essay Category

• Mackenzie Buchanan, Sacramento, CA
• Peter Olberding, Tucson, AZ
• Nina Weinberger, Tucson, AZ

Public Communications Category

• LTC Dan Schilling, Draper, UT

Special Events Category

• James Fishback – MLK Symposium, Alachua, FL
• Ponaganset Remembers: A Tribute to the 911 Fallen, North Scituate, RI
• Utah Honor Flight, West Point, UT

2022 National Award Recipients
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  FREEDOMS FOUNDATION DONOR CLUB 

The Freedoms Foundation Donor Club is our way of recognizing and thanking our  
incredibly loyal donors who have given $40 or more in 2022. In the table below are the 
different levels within the donor club, as well as the tokens of gratitude you can expect to 
hear more about as we reach out in the coming weeks and months.

Benefits

Common 
Sense  
Continentals
$40+ 

Federalist 
Paper 
Patriots
$500+ 

Declaration 
Defenders
$1,000+ 

Constitutional 
Scholars
$5,000+ 

Bill of 
Rights 
Brigade
$10,000+ 

Wash-
ington’s 
Cabinet
$25,000+

Freedoms Foundation 12-month 
calendar      

 Inclusion in Annual Report      

Exclusive invitation to lecture 
given by a noted scholar     

Invitation to on-campus donor 
appreciation events    

Invitation to CEO’s State of the 
Foundation    

VIP campus tour   

Donor wall plaque   

Dinner with CEO  

VIP visit to Philadelphia area 

Revolutionary historic site of 

your choice and lunch at the 

Union League of Philadelphia



DONORS
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WASHINGTON’S CABINET $25,000+

BILL OF RIGHTS BRIGADE $10,000+

CONSTITUTIONAL SCHOLARS $5,000+

William Benac

Raymond and Barbara Blydenburgh

Larry and Anne Brasher

Jordan and Julie Clements

Sandy and Jim Cook

Roger and Marjorie Davisson

Diane Deshong

Kathleen McCarthy

Katherine Nauman

William and Linda Perry

Sally and Gregory Brinton

Thomas and Gloria Curtis 

Shelby Scarbrough

Charles Waldecker

Tom and Mary-Ann Ferguson

Richard Griffith

Randy and Barbara Heady

Sanford and Gail Lipstein

  FREEDOMS FOUNDATION DONOR CLUB

  New Donor   JCL Member   New JCL Member

$878,720 
Total Gift Amount, 2022

814
Total Gifts

640
Total Donors

307
New Donors

178
Joshua  

Chamberlain 

 League 

 Members, 2022

$19,534
Total JCL  

Membership  

Gifts, 2022

JOSHUA 
CHAMBERLAIN 
LEAGUE

Joshua 
Chamberlain 
League (JCL) 
membership is 
open exclusively 
to Freedoms 
Foundation at 
Valley Forge 
teacher alumni 
who have 
participated 
in a graduate 
seminar or 
workshop.
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DECLARATION DEFENDERS $1,000+

Wilbert and Joan Abele  

Nadim and Maggie AbuHaidar  

Virgil and Cheryl Adams 

Brendan Benner  

Jason Cardinet

John DiNome 

Chet Harmer

Matthew Harmer

Sandra and Albert Hutzler 

William Jannace 

Tracy and Debra Jeandron

Bruce Kabrich

Kevin Kraft 

Kirk Lundblade 

Craig Melvin 

Alan Miller

Lee Roy and Kathleen Morgan

Margaret Freede Owens

Lanny Patten

Don and G. Kay Powers 

Craig Sparks

Russell and Betty Stokes

David and Denise Van Blerkom

FEDERALIST PAPER PATRIOTS $500+

Jean and Charles G. Adams 

Frank Altiere

Jane Carroll

Chan Chandler

Elisa Clements

Brooke Cooper 

Thomas Diedrich

Susan Ellisor

Jill Fleck  

Jonathan Harmer

Sundee and Matt Hawkins 

Deborah Hedrick

Richard Huey

Charles Kissel 

Lorna and Michael Petrizzo 

Constance McMillin

Lance Mutzman  

Mark Naso

Jon F. Nehlsen

Walter and Stacey Nusbaum 

Elaine Peters

Ronald and Patricia Reagan

Jonell Schlund

Julie Singletary

Keanneard and Carol Steigelman

George Zaki 

Benjamin and Lisa Zycher 

 

DONORS

  FREEDOMS FOUNDATION DONOR CLUB

  New Donor   JCL Member   New JCL Member

DONORS
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COMMON SENSE CONTINENTALS $40+

Lisa Acanfora Chitty 
Sally Agar 
Sandra Aldrich 
Ronnie Allan  
Alethea Allen 
Jennifer Ameigh   
Kathleen Amundsen
Ilana Ascher  
Dick and Laverne Baker  
James Ball 
Jennifer Barlow    
Joseph Barrese
Nancy Battin
Brock Beaver 
Tim and Jennifer Behle 
Franciso Beltran-Bell 
Kimberly Benson 
Randy Beres  
Brian Berg 
Robert Bernhard 
William J. Berrett
Allen Bice
Dick Bily
Wallace Blackhurst
Caroline Boggs  
Nina and Russ Booth
Douglas and Mary Kay Bosse
Neal and Marcia Bosshardt
Austin Bowles 
Colleen Brandon  
Les Brauer
William B. Bristor
Richard Brown

Warren C. Bulette 
Peter Burdash 
Buddy and Holly Burke
Kevin Button 
Charles Butts
Amy Caldeira  
Michael F. Caputo  
Meredith Caskie
Edward and Janet Castellini
Sebastian and Emily Castilla 
Wendy Chaulk  
Meryl and Michael Chertoff  
Becky Childress 
Dennis and Dorothy Christo
Susan Christopher
John Cinquemani
Caley Clark  
Donna Jeanne Clark 

Ralph and Linda Clemmer

Matt Collins  

Dorothy Connors
Robert and Jane Conti 
Helen B. Cooke
Frank Coppo
Christine Costa  
Kevin Covert 
Thomas and Claudette Cox
Kevin Cronin
Kim Cropper 
Tomacine Crouch  
Daniel and Ginger Cullen
Hal and Mary Daub

  FREEDOMS FOUNDATION DONOR CLUB

  New Donor   JCL Member   New JCL Member

DONORS
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DONORS

  FREEDOMS FOUNDATION DONOR CLUB

  New Donor   JCL Member   New JCL Member

Stuart David 
Parker Davis 
Suzanne Davis 
Chris DiFranco  
Elizabeth Dionne
Kristin Dornan  
Dana Dougherty
Doug Duda  
Kathleen Duncan
Greg Dunne  
Joe Dwigans
James and Lisa Eastman 
Robert Eble II  
William and Cheryl Elder 
Adam Elgert 
Pandi Elison-Chang 
Hector Encinas 
Greta Erdman
Jane Evans
Winston and Betty Evans 
Jerome E. Falbo
Paul Faraci
Kevin Faughnan 
Brad Faulhaber 
John Fearey
Pam Fields  
Mark Finchum    
Ralph Fiore
Jay Fischer 
Gabrielle Fletcher  
James A. and Marcia Fletcher
JJ Flynn  
Pam Flynn  

Julian Fox
Dana Fracassi
Nina Turner 
Jenny and Bill Franz  
William D. Frazer 
Ronald Frye
Arthur Gaetjens
Christopher Gammill  
Angela Garcia  
Angie Gardner 
Robert W. Garthwait Jr. 
Kenneth Gavin
Randy Geck 
Dan Georgetti  
Anthony Gesamondo
Jean Getchell
Ruth Gillett
Bill Glover
John Goddard 
Jack Goldenberg  
Mary Good
Christina Greer  
Julie Griggs  
Stephen Grove  
Kathleen Guerra 
Martha and George Haas
Eve Hall 
Jacqueline Halpin 
Joan Hamblin
John and Martha Hamilton 
William M. and Lillamaud L. Hammond  
Ryan Han
Larry Hansen  

COMMON SENSE CONTINENTALS $40+
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DONORS

  FREEDOMS FOUNDATION DONOR CLUB

  New Donor   JCL Member   New JCL Member

COMMON SENSE CONTINENTALS $40+

Kris and Gilbert Harper  
Glena Haskin
Jeff Hassman 
Tom and Chris Heermans
Sue and Dale Heist 
Melanie Hendrix 
Kelly Hicks  
Timothy Hicks  
Ruth A. Hillard
John Hilston  
Richard Holbrook
Elizabeth Holmes
Jason and Becky Homme 
Lucy Horn 
Jennifer Houff 
Tim and Monica Huebner
Corbin Hughes 
Eric Humphreys
Haley Hunter 
Terry Hunter  
Michael and Elizabeth Huseby 
John Iovieno 
Sherrie Irwin
David Jacoby  
Jeff Jamison  
Andrew Johnson  
Lynn Johnson  
Harry Jones  
Mindy Jones  
Richard A. and Carol M. Jones 
Heather Jorgenson 
Stephan Kaftan 
John Kallas 

Theodore Kalsbeek
Marc Katz 
Casey Kaufman    
Timothy Kearney  
Dorothy Keck
Brenda Keener
Paul and Kate Kelly
Ann Kirkendall  
Margaux and Dale Kline  
Amy Knox  
Dana Kopper 
Michael L. Kotick
Jennifer Kraley-Heinrich  
Chad Kraner  
Marty Lacoff 
Adele and Thomas Lancaster
Thomas Langin and Sue Nehlsen 
Mike Larson 
Kay Le Doux
Tanya Leal  
Brett Lear  
Graham Lee
John and Beth Leech
William E. Leigh 
Hannah D. Leiter
Darren Leitsch
John and Adoralice Lessl
Leon Levy
Edward Lewandowski 
Joan Liddell
John and Bridget Lininger 
Larry and Wanda Lipscomb  
Mary Logasa

DONORS
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COMMON SENSE CONTINENTALS $40+

  FREEDOMS FOUNDATION DONOR CLUB

  New Donor   JCL Member   New JCL Member

Tom Lohr 
Brian Lunceford 
Charles Lusk
Brian Lutz 
Eric Lutz 
Bruce M. MacDonald  
Andi Maceo 
Lois MacMillan  
Matthew Mallen
Rose Ann Mangarella
Abeel Mangi 
Dana Manigold
Paul Manly
Hillary Marshall    
Ann Marshman 
Carolyn Martin  
Leonor and Ricardo Martinez  
David Marvin
Joseph Maxwell
Joyce May 
Kyle McBride 
Jim McCloughan 
James McConnell
Linda McCormick
Blaine and Lynnette McCulloh
Jeanne Eve McDonald
Kevin McGovern and Carol Bovell 
Dave McIntire  
Mark McKay 
Sarah McLaughlin  
Michael McPoland
Chris McSpadden
Eugene B. Mechling 

Cody Merchant  
JoLyne Merchant  
Franklin Miller 
Randall Miller
Bryan Milliren
Kristen Mittauer
Ruba Monem 
Sarah Monteverde 
Sally L. Montgomery
John Mooney 
Robert Moor  
Joel Moore
Kenneth Moore
Robert A. Moore 
John Moots  
Heather Moraitis 
Harvey Morgan
Jennifer Morgan
Samia Morillo 
Nicole Morrison  
Carla Morrisson 
Lee Mountain
Thomas Mullarkey 
John and Julia Munera 
Sarah Munson 
Wendy Murillo 
Danny and Luann Myall  
Christine and Michael Napier 
Carolyn Naso 
John and Megan Naso 
Ron Naso 
Jon Nehlsen
Richard Neiman

DONORS
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DONORS

  FREEDOMS FOUNDATION DONOR CLUB

  New Donor   JCL Member   New JCL Member

Alisha Neinfeldt 
Michael Ashley Nelson 
Michelle Niinisto  
Sean Noble 
Kyle Norwood   
Susan Novak
Beverly Nuccio
Michelle Nystel  
Gerald O’Dell
Nancy Ohmart  
James Oliver 
Mark Openshaw
David D. Osborn 
Charles and Mary Ostarly
Glenn Owens
Danielle Pachioli 
Mark Paloolian
Kevin Parker
Paul and Marilyn Parker 
Charleen V. Parrish
Lokendra Patel
Kimberly Patrick  
Billy Paul
John Pericci 
Amanda Perschall    
James Peterson   
Gary Pirtle 
Gary Potter  
Catherine Poulin 
Sarah Pulliam   
Thomas Puzzo   
Courtney Rabold   
Nadine Raffelson 

Jason L. S. Raia
Brian Rainville     
Debra Ramsay 
Jennifer Ramsey
David and Sarah Rasmussen
Tabitha Ray     
Donald Reinhard 
Candelle Richman   
Gerald Risenbach
Constance Rimbey
Maureen and Trae Roberts 
Anthony Robinson
Michael Rohlin   
Heath Rosenblat 
Taube Roy   
Jack Rubin 
Roger Rucker
Jason Rude   
Chad Ruppel 
Jim Ruppel  
Edward Scahill
Jan Schmidgall   
Barbara and Bruce Scollin
Jeff Scott   
Stephan Seabury   
Gary Seastrand
Teresa Shadoin   
Meredith and LaDona Sheets
Myra Shultz
Brookelyn Siebert 
Gerald Skidmore
Gail Smith 
Nancy and Robert Smoose

COMMON SENSE CONTINENTALS $40+

DONORS
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DONORS

  FREEDOMS FOUNDATION DONOR CLUB

  New Donor   JCL Member   New JCL Member

Eric and Tricia Stammberger 
Michael J. Stavrou
Jean-Marie Steele 
Rebecca Stephens   
David Sterling 
Salli and Robert Stockton
Malcolm Stoker 
Howard D. Stranger
Todd Strine 
John Suter   
Leigh Swanson
Clarence Swartz
Ashley Sweatt   
Bruce Sweatt 
Marylou Sytsma   
Amos and Esther Taj
Rheubin and Joyce Taylor
Belinda Terry  
Karen Thomann 
John and Ann Thomas 
Jamie Thornberry
Carol Thornton
Thomas Trosko   
Eugene and Margaret Truax
Mark Turco 
Timothy Tyler   
Vandarith Ung  
Micki Uppena   
Robert and Elmina C. Vacchiano
Christie Vaclavik   
Barbara Valley

Corey Vasek 
Judge Roger and Ellen Vinson
Philip Virissimo
Kevin Wagner   
Frank D. Walter
Paul Wangemann   
Vonda Wangemann   
Marc Warm 
Ronald and Patti Webb
Thomas Weikert
Tawny Welch 
Joan Wells
Lynette Wescott     
James Westfall
Ann Wiethe
David Williams 
DeAnn Williams 
Maxine Williams
Jon Wilson
Larry Wilson
Robin Wilson   
Barbara Ann Woodall  
Ronald Woodmansee
Randall Wright 
Richard Wright
Jack and Elisabeth Wyman
Marsha Young   
Payton and Breanne Young 
Megan Zahuranec 
Larry Zeiger

COMMON SENSE CONTINENTALS $40+

DONORS
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  New Donor 

7th Generation Foundation 

99’s Guys and Gals 

AEM Architects Inc.

AmazonSmile Foundation

American Legion Auxiliary

American Legion Auxiliary, Unit 584

American War Mothers

AMVETS - Department of Wisconsin 

AMVETS National Ladies Auxiliary

AMVETS National Ladies Auxiliary - Department of Maryland

AMVETS National Ladies Auxiliary, Post 9

AMVETS National Ladies Auxiliary, Post 12 

AMVETS National Ladies Auxiliary, Post 23

AMVETS National Ladies Auxiliary, Post 150 

Benevity Community Impact Fund

Brown and Brown Insurance

Charities Aid Foundation

Clara Schlichtemeier Charitable Trust

The Columbus Foundation

Connelly Foundation

Daughters of the American Revolution - Spirit of 76 Chapter 

Degree of Pocahontas Tatamy Council #7

Delaware Improved Order of Red Men  

Dillon Foundation

Estate of Ida Wolfe

FFVF Central New York Chapter

PARTNER ORGS, FOUNDATIONS,  
CORPORATIONS AND ESTATES

Franklin Flooring, Inc.

Friends of the Forgotten

Great Council of Maryland Degree of Pocahontas

Hoxie Harrison Smith Foundation

Hyatts Sago Pochahontas Lodge 32 

Improved Order of Red Men

Junior AMVETS Post 26

Junior AMVETS Post 49

Klein’s Bus Service Inc.

The Larry H. and Gail Miller Family Foundation 

Military Order of the World Wars - Philadelphia Chapter

National Society, Daughters of the American Colonists

National Sojourners - Dallas Chapter 

Phoenixville Federal Bank & Trust

Psalm 103 Foundation

Pursuit of History 

RAMM, Inc.

Sarah Scaife Foundation  

UHS of Pennsylvania, Inc.

United Way of Greater Philadelphia and Southern New Jersey

The Upper Main Line Rotary Charitable Fund

Uppowoc Council No. 252 

VFW Auxiliary Post 5956

VFW Post 2047 

VFW Post 7878 



FINANCIALS

2022 OPERATING REVENUES 

Contributions, Memberships, and Gifts-In-Kind $878,720

Program Revenues $593,775

PPP Loan (forgiven) $211,730

Other Revenues $93,378

Change in Value of Investment Portfolio -$2,038,778

TOTAL -$261,175

Unaudited Figures

Change in Value of Investment Portfolio

Contributions, 
Memberships, 

and  Gifts-in-Kind

PPP 
Loan (forgiven)

Other 
Revenues

Program 
Revenues
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2022 OPERATING EXPENSES

Personnel Expenses $1,197,712

Educational Programs $611,718

General and Administrative $579,484

Overall Building and Grounds $286,165

Depreciation and Amortization    $183,974

TOTAL $2,859,053

Unaudited Figures

Depreciation and Amortization   

Educational Programs

Overall Building and Grounds

General and Administrative 

Personnel Expenses



“Learning is not attained by chance; it must be sought for with ardor and  

  attended to with diligence.”  

  — ABIGAIL ADAMS
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